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RE: Comments on the South Delta Improvements Program Draft Environmentzl Impact
Statement/Environmental Impact Report released on November 10, 2005 by the
California Department of Water Resources (DWR).

Decar Mr. Marshall:

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on
the recently-released South Delta Improvements Program Drafi Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (SDIP EIS/EIR).

NWF rccognizes the critical need for improvements in the management of the South Delta
region’s water resources given the continuing problems associated with agricultural, industrial
and urban activities that are placing strain on water availability, diminishing water quality and
jeopardizing the health of habitats critical to the region’s fish and wildlife. However, in light of
our review of this draft, NWF believes that the EIS/EIR, as currently stated, does not adequately
reflect the likely impacts of the SDIP on vulnerable fish and wildlife populations and the future
needs of the region’s people.

Specifically, NWEF is deeply concerned about the failure of the EIS/EIR to incorporate the
anticipated impacts on California’s water resources and water quality due to global climate
change. OFf greatest concern is the fact that DWR largely bases its projections for future water
availability on the flawed assumption that cnvironmental conditions in California have been
static and will continue to be static in the future. This assumption is surprising given the fact that
California’s government agencies — including DWR —have recognized global climate change as
a serious threat to the state’s water resources. In its Drafi California Water Plan Update 2005,
DWR states specifically that:

“As a result of global climate change, California’s future hydrologic conditions
will likely be different from patterns observed in the past century. Predictions
include increased temperatures, reductions in Sierra snowpack, earlier snowmelt,
and a rise in sca level, although the extent and timing of the changes remain
uncertain. These changes could have major implications for water supply, flood
management, and ecosystem health” (Volume 1, page 4-32).
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Moreover, DWR acknowledges that, despite some inherent uncertamties, thcre is sufficient
scientific evidence indicating a strong likelihood that a reduction in average snow cover and a
decline in snowpack in much of the region due to global climate change will adversely affect
water resources before the end of this century. For example, DWR states that, “In the
Sacramento River region, only about one fourth of the snow zone would remain with an
estimated decreasc of nearly 3 million acre-feet of April through July runoff” (Volume 4, page 4-
617). This is significant given that, for much of the region, snowpack is the most-significant
source of water for the summer dry season. ;

There arc numerous other scientific reports studying the effects that global climate change is
having on California’s water resources'. One of the primary conclusions of many of these studies
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is that Joss of snowpack will likely mean carlier peak spring runoff, lower early-summer
reservoir levels and lower summer streamflows, placing an added strain on scarce water
resoutces when those resources are already stretched thin by competing needs.

Several others analyze tools available to estimate the potential effects of climate change on State
Water Project operations®. Using these available tools, the DEIS/R must analyze impacts from
the proposed SDIP project under climate change.

Accordingly, there is sufficient scientific information to warrant immediate and serious
consideration of climate change in the SDIP, and NWF urges DWR to revise the EIS/EIR to
disclose the impacts of the project under climate change.

The State of California is proving itself to be a leader in addressing global climate change
through meaningful actions to minimize the threat altogether through reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions, as evidenced by the call by Governor Schwarzenegger to establish significant
emissions reduction targets under Executive Order S-3-05. That executive order also calls on the
State to consider adaptation plans to combat the impacts of climate change. Through its ongoing
water management planning process, DWR has an opportunity to bolster the state’s leadership in
this area as well. NWF sincerely hopes that you seize that opportunity today.

Sincerely,

Paula Del Q¥idice, Director
NWF Western Natural Resource Center
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